THE cases were as follows: (1) Two cases of port-wine neevus.
A Series of Cases treated with Liquid Air, with a Demonstration of the Method of Application in a Case of Port-wine Naevus.
By H. RADCLIFFE CROCKER, M.D.
THE cases were as follows: (1) Two cases of port-wine neevus.
(2) A case of lupus erythematosus, in which the left cheek had been treated by liquid air, while the right had been treated by zinc ionization; on both sides the diseased area was very nearly cured, and there was very little to choose between the two methods of treatment. (3) A projecting navus on the scalp of an infant, almost cured with three applications. (4) A case of lupus vulgaris, in which a small portion on the upper lip had greatly improved with four applications. (5) A young lady with a flat, hairy mole on the forearm, about 31 in. by 21 in., in great part cured after one application.
The amount of the reaction was dependent in every case on the duration of the application, the extent of the surface treated, and the pressure with which the application was made. The duration and the pressure varied according to the nature and characters of the different lesions. The intense cold was itself a local ancesthetic, so that the pain at the time of application was but slight. A certain amount of burning followed the removal of the liquid air from the skin, and persisted for an hour or so, but the sensation of discomfort was neither long-continued nor severe. The temperature of liquid air is -252' C.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE, referring to the case of lupus erythematosus, said he thought the result obtained with ionization was the better of the two, and that there seemed to be a likelihood of a deeper scar from the treatment by liquid air than from the ionization.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Radcliffe Crocker) replied that the amount of scarring left would differ according to the degree of the application, and each operator must discover for himself the proper degree.
Three Cases of Raised Vascular Naevi cured by Carbondioxide Snow.
By J. M. H. MAcLEOD, M.D.
Case I.-B. D., aged 5 weeks; raised vascular naevus, slightly larger than a sixpence, bright red in colour, situated in the centre of the right breast and including the nipple. A single exposure to carbon-dioxide snow of 30 seconds was given. A marked teaction occurred with the formation of a bulla the same night. When the reaction subsided a fortnight later the naevoid tissue was gone and there was scarcely any scar, the nipple itself not being destroyed.
Case II.-D. M., aged 10 weeks; raised vascular noevus, -in. long and i in. broad, bright red in colour, and situated in the sternal region.
Three exposures to carbon-dioxide snow were given at weekly intervals of 20, 10, and 10 seconds respectively. No marked reaction occurred, but the navoid tissue disappeared, leaving no appreciable scar. Case III.-F. A., aged 8 months; raised vascular naevus, the size of a sixpence, bright red in colour, and situated on the back. It was exposed to carbon-dioxide snow for 40 seconds. A marked reaction occurred with the formation of a blister, which on subsiding left an excellent scar, with no trace of navoid tissue. The infant had also a fibrous, pyriform, vascular nasvus, about the size of a large pea, situated behind the left auricle. This was treated similarly, but on account of the fibrous tissue present was more resistant, and the result was not so satisfactory. The case was still under treatment.
Cases I and II were treated three months ago, and no sign of a recurrence was observed. The method of applying the carbon-dioxide snow was that suggested by Pusey, with slight modifications. The exhibitor had employed this method for about four months, and in his
